(1) Complete absence of giant cells in the tendon tumour, which proves that this condition is distinct from xanthomyelosarcoma.
(2) The origin of the foamy cell.
In any portion of these sections, showing a moderately dense collection of foamy cells, we cannot help being struck by the fact that there are two kinds of cell, one the precursor of the other. (1) The foamy cell, often with pyknotic nucleus and cytoplasm distended with cholesterol and fat, looking very like a fully-charged sebaceous gland cell; (2) its precursor, a young cell with a large darkly-stained nucleus, generally ovoid in shape and arranged in small, quite dense collections, often about the centre of a mass of foamy cells. They resemble somewhat closely the young cells at the periphery of a sebaceous gland. All stages between this and the fully-developed foamy cell can be seen. The question of interest is the origin of these cells. Dr. Parkes Weber has stated that they belong to Metchnikoff's macrophages, as distinct from fibroblasts, and that they have adventitiously taken on the function of the phagocytosis of cholesterol. As xanthoma deposits are found only in connective tissue-e.g., the corium, connective tissue of tendons, scar tissue, glial tissue, particularly in avascular tissue-it seems to me more probable that these cells, which are picking up cholesterol, are identical with those which go to form young connective tissue. The question arises whether any distinction can be proved to exist between Metchnikoff's macrophages or phagocytic interstitial cells and those which develop into new connective tissue. I should like to suggest that they are identical cells which have originally no specialized function, but will do anything that may be required of them.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER said he thought that there was a question whether cells of the Metchnikoff macrophage class (the histiocytes of Aschoff) might not be allied to cells of the fibroblast class. Recently Harvey Cushing had declared himself to be in favour of that view, for he suggested that the dura mater tumours, termed " dural endotheliomata " or " meningiomata," were derived from the meningocytes, which were phagocytic cells like the histiocytes or macrophages. Cushing thought that in these meningiomata fibroid tissue was developed from cells of the histiocyte class.
Case of Parapsoriasis (Brocq). By G. B. DOWLING, M.D. WOMAN, aged 28. Duration: four years. Sbe states that the condition almost clears up in summer and recurs each winter. The case is of mixed type showing lesions of parapsoriasis guttata, some of the type parapsoriasis lichenoides giving the impression of slight atrophy, while some are irregular patches of brownish colour of the type parapsoriasis in patches. The disease is present upon the arms, legs and feet only. A point of some interest is that the lesions are present upon the dorsum of feet, for Brocq originally stated that the hands, feet and face were unaffected. I recently had a case of parapsoriasis guttata type in wbich feet, face and hands were all affected. Case of Schamberg's Disease. By G. B. DOWLING, M.D.
Boy, aged 8. Duration: 9 months. Distribution: one elbow and forearm and both legs. The only reason for showing this case is to demonstrate a transverse linear patch of the disease 'practically encircling the right leg, evidently caused by pressure of the garter.
at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
